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money? 
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If life really were as simple as Democrats seem to think it is, we’d all be a lot 
poorer. 
 
All it takes to solve our problems is more taxes, so say 
the Dems. 
 
Two items plucked from today’s headlines: 
- 
1. From the Press-Enterprise: 
 
“Sacramento lawmakers have a plan to raise money to 
improve freeways and bolster public transit and bicycle 
amenities: Let local officials charge more for gas.” 
 
Heck, why hadn’t we thought of that before? Just raise taxes and those pesky 
problems will evaporate like, well, like the money in your wallet. 
 
These particular added taxes would go to pay for road maintenance, increased 
transit offerings (whatever that means, but we’re pretty sure it’s not a subsidy for 
your truck driving) and upgrades to bicycle and pedestrian routes and (this part 
ya gotta love) “amenities.” 
 
Who knew we needed more amenities, let alone another bike lane used by 
upwards of double-digit traffic at its peak? 
 
Someone recently said, don’t ask for more of my money until you more wisely 
spend what you’ve already taken. And wasn’t what already was taken supposed 
to pay for road maintenance, which is about the only bona fide use on that list? 
 
2. This item from Michelle Steel, a taxpayer-friendly member of the Board of 
Equalization tax collection agency. 



 
‘On August 22, I wrote a letter to the Governor asking him to stop implementation 
of his new fire fee because it was an illegal tax that was labeled a fee, and 
passed only by a majority in the Legislature, instead of the two-thirds required for 
raising taxes. On top of that, the tax, which at the time was capped at $150 per 
home, would have gone only to fire prevention education and not to actual 
firefighting, leaving a $50 to $200 million hole in Cal Fire’s firefighting budget. 
 
“Brown didn’t stop implementation, and the state Fire Board wasted taxpayer 
dollars writing regulations that would have capped the fee at $90 dollars and 
allowed for significant deductions for rural homeowners who already pay 
increased taxes for fire protection…” 
 
What’s the upshot? 
 
“Now he’s doubling down on his effort to tax hard-earned money from rural 
homeowners to cover a firefighting budget hole that he created in the first place. 
When Brown was elected in 2010, he promised he would stop playing games 
with the budget, that he would only raise taxes with voter approval, and that he 
would work to create jobs for California.  As Brown said on CNN’s Late Edition in 
1992, in politics ‘it’s all a lie’.” 
 
If life’s troubles could only be taxed away, we’d all live in blissful, uh, poverty. 
 
Seems like a bad trade, eh? 
 


